
Roots
and Wings

6
Literature Reader

A Unique Foundation Course in English Language & Literature



























14

       NEW WORDS

whooshed: moved

sulky: silent and bad tempered

doomed: here, fall in very unfortunate situation

plod: walk slowly

flare: to burn brightly for a short time

sizzle: to be very hot

trudged on: to move slowly

       UNDERSTANDING THE POEM

	 A. 	 Tick (3) the right answers.

	 1.	 Whose face is pale?

	 (a)	 the comet’s.	 	 (b)	 the moon’s.	 	 (c)	 the sun’s.	

	 2.	 Who whooshed past the moon?

	 (a)	 a comet.	 	 (b)	 the sun.	 	 (c)	 a star.	

	 3.	 Who is doomed?

	 (a)	 the moon.							     

	 (b)	 a comet.							     

	 (c)	 the Venus.							     

	 4.	 Whose back was scratched?

	 (a)	 the sun’s.							     

	 (b)	 the Venus’s.							     

	 (c)	 the moon’s.							     

	 5.	 Whose tail is referred to here?

	 (a)	 Venus’s.							     

	 (b)	 the moon’s.							     

	 (c)	 the comet’s.							     
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	 B. 	 Answer these questions.

	 1.	 Why is the moon’s face so pale?

	 2.	 Who according to the poem is not a part of the chains of gravity?

	 3.	 Who envies whom and why?

	 4.	 Why did the comet not answer?

	 5.	 Which character in the poem is happier than the other? Explain.

       LANGUAGE SKILLS

	 C. 	 Write any four pairs of rhyming words from the poem.

	 1.	 		  2.	

	 3.	 		  4.	

	 D. 	 Fill in the blanks with words from the poem as they are hinted.

	 1. 	As soon as he learned that he was talking to a detective, he turned 
. (a word from the first stanza)

	 2. 	If you fight with him, you will be . (a word from the second 
stanza)

	 3. 	There is no easy  to success. (a word from the second stanza)

	 4. 	She saw a boat  aimlessly at night on the river. (a word from 
the fourth stanza)

	 5. 	The magistrate noticed the dog  its tail seeing its real master. 
(a word from the fifth stanza)

       ACTIVITY

	 E. 	 Why is the moon doomed? Write your answer briefly.

	 F. 	 ‘... And scratch my back.’

	 	 Explain the line with reference to the incident.
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